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Responsiveness of dairy research in generating improved
dairy practicesin West Shewazone of Oromia, Ethiopia

WORKNEH ABEBE WODAJO, K. PONNUSAMY AND SUDHANAND PRASAD LAL

ABSTRACT : Dairy research hasbeen undertaking since 1960sin Ethiopia. However, themajority of the farmersstill continueto
adopt traditional dairy practices. This study was made to look into the current status of dairy research in generating responsive
improved dairy practices. To achieve the objective of the study, cross sectional survey was employed using 50 researchersinthe
area of livestock sector. A systematic sampling technique was employed to identify the sample respondents. Holistically, to
capture all the relevant information, mixed methods such as focus group discussion, key informant interview, questionnaire and
observation were used for data collection. The data were analyzed using descriptive statistics, content analysis and ranking. The
study clearly indicated that the improved dairy practices generation process of the study areawas less responsive mainly due to
lack of clear dairy research strategy. Evidently, low dairy productivity and low level use of improved dairy practices are the key
indicators. Likewise, inadequatelaboratory equipments, inadequate laboratory facility (building) and inadequate budget support
were the central constraints of the dairy research in order of their importance. Generally, in the dairy research efforts of several
decades, the numbers of generated, disseminated and adopted improved dairy practiceswere not worth mentioning. It necessitates
formulation of dairy research strategy that leads to the generation of responsive improved dairy practices which, in turn, brings
significant impact on the dairy development.
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